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Interior of North Prairie Church — 1848

NORTH PRAIRIE CONGRECATION AND THE GOOD SOIL

Farmers organized the North Prairie Congregation. While
they built the Church they proved up their homesteads and
IJ]untr_-r_i and harvested their erops. There were very few con-
veniences, if any, as we know them today. There was little the
farmer could do to protect his investment from the destroying
forces of nature or the manipulations of unfriendly interests

Farmers still make up almost 1009 of the Congregations
membership. There are many more conveniences now, All
of the farm homes have electricity and modern facilities,
There are powerful means at the dispogal of the farmer whera-
by he can protect his farm and investment from drouth, grass-
hoppers and other hazards. The farmers have united to pro-
tect their God-given heritage from destruction and abuse,

Among the many blessings enjoyed by the members of
North Prairie is the good land. As the farmer recognizes God
as the true owner of the land and himself as steward, as there
is a recognition of this so there |g {aith and jov and peace.



DEDICATION

To the Kingdom building pioneer of the past, both laymen
and Pastors, who by prayer and personal sacrifice planted the
Church to the Glory of God. Also to the spirit filled planners
of tomorrow who would establish the Church to the end of the
world till Christ comes again.



Rew. and Mrs. E. ¢ Astriup - David, Mariann, Rachel

FHEFACE

It is with deep humility that I participate in this fiftieth
anniversary of North Prairie Congregation. It is as though
I were privileged to sit in those sod shacks on the prairie
made holy by prayverand the singing of hymns.

We are deeply indebted to those first pioneers who dared
to invesl their precibus time and their féew dollars to erect
a Church and organize a Congregation. Theirs was an act of
faith. They dreamed of their sons and daughters living on the
land beside the Church and of their children's children being
reared in the faith of the gospel of Christ Jesus,

We pay them deep tribute when we liffy up our hearts in
praise te God, when we eare for the land ag good stewards of
the manifold grace of God, and when we rear our children to
believe on the crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ,

May the words of this book be held in deep reverence by
all, — it is an account of a most sacred enterprise of our
God-fearing forebearers,

Rev. E. C. Astrup



Charter Members of Chureh
i to R.—Mr. and Mrs, Jens Wiatne, DMrs Karen Thrana, Mr.
Andrew Loftesnes, Mr, Mons Hystad,

HISTORY OF THE NORTH PRAIRIE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Many of the early pioneers who settled in this area,
carried with them very deep religious convictions. They saw
to it that the Church was planted where they built their
homes, They felt a need for a Church home and a cenler
where they might assemble for the preaching of the Word and
the reception of the Sacraments, Their first meeting for the
purpose of crganization was at the home of Andrew Thrana an
February 6, 1901, Thiz first meeting was opened with the
singing of hymns and devotions. Rev. H. Hjertaas was elected
chairman pro tem and Mr. M. P. Chrislock Secretaty pro tem.

At this meeting it was decided to organize a congregation
and that it -,Iwuld be ealled the North Prairie Congregation
{(Nord Prairiec Menighed). Article 2 pgf. 1,23, of the Mayvilla
Menghedsordning was adopled.

Officery elected at this meeting were: President, Mr.
Welo; Vice President, Rev. H. Hjcrtaas; Secretary, Mrs .]4--1»
Watne, The Deacons were: Ole Hestekind and M. P. Chrislock.
A group of three men, Rev. H, Hjertaas, Mr. Andrew Thrana
angd Mr. Andrew Loftesnes were elected a committee to find
a suitable location for the Church building and cemetery.

A committee to organize the Ladies' Aid was also elected.
They were Mrs. Karen Austad and Mrs. Jens Watne, both of
whom are still with us in the congregation at the time of this
writing,

The following were present at this first meeting: Rev. H.
Hijertaas, M. P. Chrislock, Mons Hystad, Jens Watne, Andrew
Thrana, Mrs, Karen Austad, Mrs 5. Sanderson, and Mrs. H

Hammer and Hans Hjertaas,



On the 18th day of Aug-
ust of this same wyear (1801)
another meeting was held at
the H. Hammer home, De-
volions were conducted by
Rev. H. Hjertaas, Rev. 5. C.
Simonson was seated as ad-
vismy member in the meet-
ing. The eonstitution was ae-
cepted as presented by the
committee, excepting Article
10, pef. 1 which was altered to
read, “The annual meeting
shall be held in the latter
part of December or the first
part of January."”

Rev. 8, C. Simonson was

; requested to serve the con-

Rev, 8. C, Bimangon gregation until arrangements

for a regular call could be

completed, It was also decided 1o request the Hauge Mission

Board that Rev. Simonson be retained in this territory for a

while, Rev. Simonson and Rev. Hjertaas were delegated to
comunicate this request to the Church officials.

First Pastor

Another meeting was held at the H. Hommer home on the
fifth of December. Rev. Simonson led in devotions, following
which he was elected chairman pro tem, All non-members
present were seated as advisory members at this meeting.

A church building was an important matter under con-
sideration at this time. The majority present expressed the
opinion that the Church should not be built then, but that
when sufficient funds could be raised, a Church 42 by 26 by 12
should be erected, Miss Louise Skarison, now Mrs. Pete Chris-
lock, donated 3 acres for Church and cemetery, The Church
now stands on this plot of ground. Mr, M. P. Chrislock, Mr, T.
Wela and Mr. A. Thrana were elected to serve as building
committee.,

At a meeting held on May Tth, 1902 the Church was pre-
gented to the congregaton by the building commities com-
plete and without debt.

The first annual meeting of the North Prairie Congrega-
tion was held at the home of M. Skarison on December 28



Here plans were laid
for a complete program of
Church activity. After devo-
tions led by Rev. Simonson,
the following officers were
elected: Pres. Rev. 5. C, Si-
mongon: Viee Pres. T. Wela;
Secrelary, Jens Watne; Trust-
ces: A, Thrana for three
years, M, P, Chrislock for two
years and Odin Syverson for
cne year; Deacons: M. P.
Chrislock for three years, H.
Hjertaas for twe years and
Jenz Watne for one year;
School committee: A Loftes-
nes, 5 Sanderson and H,
Hjertaas. The deacons were requested to conduct devotional
services in conjunction with the Sunday School. This is one
of the early indications of the Congregations stand on lay ac-
tivity.

M. P. Chrislock and Jens Watne were elected to meet at
Velva on Monday, December 6 with committees from South
Prairie, Skotvald and Nerwich Congregations for the purpose
of establishing a parish,

Rev. and Mrs, O, L. Ness

When the eommittee for Parish organization met it was so
decided to unite as a parish. Rey 8, C. Simonson was called
to serve as Parish Pastor, The work of the Church was now
established with Rev, 8. C. Simonson serving as the first reg-
ularly called pastor. The Pastors salary was 5450 of which the
Hauges Synod paid $200. Now with the worlk established and
the Church built and debt free, the North Prairie Congrega=-
tion was thankiul to Ged.

The original charter members were: Mr. and Mrs. A. J.
Loftesnes, Mr, and Mrs. Martin Chrislock, Mr. and Mrs, Mons
Hystad, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Sandersen, Andrew Thrana, T.
Welo, Mrs. Karen Austad (Mrs. Thrana), Mrs, H. Hammer and
Mr. and Mrs, Hans Hjertaas, Of these first members the fol-
lowing are still with us in the Congregation: Mr. A J. Loftes-
nes, Mr, and Mrs. Jens Watne, Mrs. Thrana and Mons Hystad.



The following pastors have served the North Prairie con-
gregation during the past G0 years:

Rev. H. Hjertaas 1901

Rev. 5; C Simenson 1801 - 1902
Rev. 0. L. Ness 1802 - 1806
Rev, A. H. Trygstad 1906 - 1908
Rev. A. H. Melom 1808 - 1815
Rev. R. A Hanszon 1916 - 1920
Rev. 0. L, Nesg 1920 - 1830
Rey, K. A. Bodin 1030 - 1038
Rew. €, J. Carlson 1837 - 1938
Rev. ©. J. Nesheim 1030 - 1046
Rev. E.'C. Astrup 1848 -

Present astor

Rev, O. L, Ness, Emeritun, has the distivetion of the lonpg-
est pastorate; I{ was during his minisiry thal the Church was
dedieated as n houge of worship by the President of the Hauges
Synod, Rev. C. J. Eastvold, The Synedical Unlons of Lutherans
of Narwegian descent, which ook place in June 1817, of whizh
the Hauges Synod was a part, effected the local congregation.
The original parish of which North Prairie congregation was
a part was broken up at this time, and the North Prairie con-
gregation became independent. Rev, Ness werved the congre-
gation under these conditions until 1930, when it joined a
parish made up of Norwich, Rising and Minot.

Mr. mnd Mra. H. 0O Brekke




Hev, K, A, Beodin and Rev, C. J, Carlsen served the inde-
pendent North Prairie congregation through the dry depres-
gion yeors of the 30's.

During this time a Lutheran congregation had been or-
ganized in Granville and Norwich and Rising became a part
of the Granville parish.

The North Praivie Congrépation, though it refused to give
up its incependent status; was served as a preaching place by
Rev, O, J. Nesheim, Pastor of the Granvills Parish. This mini-
gty continued until his death in 1946.

Congregation naster, 1950

In May, 1546, the North Prairvie congregation officially join-
ed the Norwegian Lutheran Church of America, now the
Evangelical Lutheran Church, and in 1847 it officially became
a part of the Velva Lutheran Parish. The Congregation has
been active and fruitful in Kingdom building in its new re-
lationship within the Evangelical Lutheran Church and in
the Velya Lutheran Parish,

The work of the congregation has progressed steadily in
the spirit of love and cooperation by both young and old alike.
Many have been drawn to Christ through the years because of
the spiritual emphasis of the work done by this congregation.
A strong emphasis has alwayvs been placed upon the training
of the vouth to carry on the Churches work in the next gener-
ation. This has proven to be a real blessing within the congre-
gation itself



The faithful work done by the Ladies Aid, the Young
Peoples Society, and the Sunday School and the Mission Band
are reported in a separate section of this book.

Present Cificers of Congregation
Front Row: L to R-—Ieak Hystad, Paul Overveld Je., Olav Overvald,
Muartin Sather
Second Row: L to R—Dorence Olson, Norman Giellstad, Oscar
Watne.

The present officers of the Congregation are: President,
[sak Hystad: Secretary, Olay Owvervold: Treas, Martin Sather;
Deacons, A. J. Loftesnes, Dorence Olson and Paul Overvald Jr.
Trustees: Oscar Watne, Norman Gjiellstad and Martin Sather.
Board of Education: Mrs, Oscar Watne, Mrs, Laurence Lainrud
and Mrs. Norman Gjellstad. John Austad has served faith-
fully as caretaker of the Church and property sinee the death
of his stepfather who served in the capacity since the Congre-
gation was organized,

Orpganist and Pianist
Mrs, Isak Hyztad and Mrs.
Ole Hurness



OUR
Christian
Service

Flag

The Christian Service flag of the Congregation bears

BEVEN CrOS5es.

Rev. and Mrs. D, L. Ness

The first cross is for Rev.
0. L. Ness, who iz now re-
tired from the active ministry
and lives near the Church.
He 15 one of the congregation
and has served it as a regu-
larly called pastor at two
separate times, frem 1902 io
18906 and from 1920 to 1830, In
hiz guiet unassuming way he
has never ceased to labor in
prayver for the congregaliorn
and has heen a source of great
Joy 1o the present pastor. He
is a real son and servant of
the congregation and is so
here recognized.



The seccnd cross is for
Mrs. Olive Hanson, nee Olive
Brekke, who i5 a daughter
of the conpgregation and a
wife of the pastor who ser-
ved the North Prairie Con-
gregation from 1916 to 1820,
Since: her husband passed
away she has been a servant
of the Lord in institutional
work. She now serves Bethel
Home for the Aged in Ever- | :
ett, Washington, Rev, and Mrs. R. A, Hanson

and Ruth

Hev. and Mrs. Roy Malde
Mark, Carolyn, Mary

The third cross is for Mrs. Roy Malde, nee Selma Over-
vold, who is the wife of former missionary, Rev, Roy Malde.
She was baptized and confirmed at North Prairie Church and
was with her hushand in the mission fields of Columbia, South
America, through trying days of bitter Roman Catholie per-
secution: Rev. Roy Malde was ordained into the holy Mini-
stry in The North Prairie Congregation on June 15, 1943. He
i now Pastor at Souris, North Dakota.



Rev, and Mrs, John Watne
Janot, Joel Swylvia

The Fourth and Fifth Crosses are for Rev, and Mrs
John Watne, They were both members of the Church by
Transfer . Their mission work in Sudan, French Cameroun,
West Africa, has been o prayer burden for many in the

congregation. They are recognized and accepted as in the
service of the Lord from this congregation,

Mr., gnd Mrs, Alex Overvald
and Judith

Commiszioning Service for
Mr. and Mrs, Alex Overvold



The sixth and seventh crosses are for Mr, and Mrs. Alex
Overvold, agriculfural missionaries to Zululand, South Africa,
Mr. Overvold was baptized and confirmed in the North Prairie
Church, He prepared for His missionary work at the North
Dakota Agricultural College and at the Lutheran Bible In-
stitute of Minneapolis. Mr. and Mrs. Alex Overvold were
commissioned into this great work at a special commission-
ing service held in the North Prairie Church on September
11, 1948, Mrs, Overvold was born on the Madagasear Mission
Field. She holds membership in the North Prairie Congre-
gation. Her father, Rev. David Lovaas, assisted in the Com-
misgioning service,

The eighth cross will be for
Rev, Carl Overvold, both bap-
tized and confirmed in the
North Prairie congregation.
He was ordained into the
Holy Ministry of the Luther-
an Free Church at Seattle,
Washington, on  June 17th,
1851. He iz married to Marie
Johnson of Racine, Wisconsin,
and they have three children,
Mark, Peter and Paul,

Rev, and Mrs. Carl Overvold
and family

Miss Ruth Overvold has declared her intentions to go into
full time ministry. We await the day when a eross can be
placed upon the flag for her.

May this flag soon be replaced by one much larger to
hold many more erosses.




Mra. M. Skarison and Mrzs, Jens Watne and Mrs, Kuru

Thrana—I1850

Organization Committee of the
MNorth Prairie Ladies Aid

granddaughter

HISTORY OF NORTH PRAIRIE LADIES AID SOCIETY

The history of the Ladies Aid runs parallel to that of the
Congregation. Over a period of 50 years its activities have
been many and varied.

Cn Febrogary 6, 1901 at a meeting at the Andrew Thrana
home, Mrs, Jens Watne and Mrs. Karen Austad Thrana were
appointed to organize a Ladies Aid Society, In due time, in
the month of June, 1901, the Aid Society was organized at the
Rev. Hjertaas homestead shack. Mrs. M. Skarison was elected
first presidenl. She served in this capacity for many years.
Others who have served as Presidenis are: Mrs. Andrew
Thrana, Mrs. H, 0. Brekke, Mrz. Ole Sather, Sr., Mrs, Karl
Grindberg, Mrs, Mons Hystad, Mrs. Ole Erickson, Mrs. Jens
Hystad, Mrs, Lars Wold, Mrs. Paul Owvervold, Mrs. Ole Har-
ness, Jr., Mrs, Conrad Grindberg, Mrs. Isak Hystad, Mrs,
Chauncey Spilde, Mrs, Sam Brekke, Miss Agnes Overvold,
Mrs. Olav Overvold, and Mrs. Oscar Watne.

Some of the Secretary and Treasurer combinations were:
Mrs, H, Hammer, Mrz, H. O, Brekke, Mrs, John Austad, Mrs.
Jens Waine, Olive Brekke and Mrs. Jens Hystad.

Meetings were held when convient in the pioneer homes,
many of which contained only one room. They enjoyed
gathering for devotional programs and spent several hours
al needlewnrk which the president brought and distributed.
Lunch cost each member ten cents each meeting whether
they attended or not, but this was later abandoned in favor
of free will giving.



Group of Old Faithful Ladies Ald Members

Bottom Row: Lo to B—Mrs, Paul Owerveld, M, Jens Hystad,
Mrs, Herman Munson, Mrs Olal Lindrud
Top Row.: L to R—Mrs, Bl O. Brekke, Mrs, Karen Thirana, NMrs
Barbaia Hapge Mrs. Andrew Loftesnmes, Nres
Jens Watne.

The earliest members of the aid included mesdames M.
Skarison, K. Grindberg, 5. Sanderson, O. Norberg, Springer,
Baisner, M. Chrislock, H. O. Brekke, H. Hjertaas, A. Thrana,
Mons Hystad, H, Hammer, M. Austad, Jens Watne, Ole Erick-
som, A, J, Loftesness and Thom Hystad.

In the year 1906 the Ladie; Aid served an oyster dinner
and had a faney work sale which brought them $143. As there
was no basement in the Church the serving for many vears,
took place in the Church proper. Many Thanksgiving dinners
have been served in the Church and at the Hall in Simcoe,

The Ladies Aid received a large sum of money from the
Odin Sywverson estate in 1928, This was used to construct the
basement of the Church where many of our meetings have
been held in recent vears

The Aid has contributed generously to the funds of the
Congregation and it has sent gifts to various missions and
charitable institutions. It has for several years paid a {eacher
to conduct a summer term of parochial school,



1n 1648 the Aid became members of the Women's Mission-
ary Federation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, Since
this time the Aid has used the suggested program materials
and Bible Studies of that organization.

Gnd has richly blessed our efforts. To Him be the praise
and the thanks. Let us not neglect to pray for His continued
guidance and blessings that our organization may prosper,
not only in material things, but also spiritually. It desires to
be God’s agency for good within the congregation and in the
homes and in the community, that His name may be glori-
fied and that His Kingdom may come.

Present Officers of Ladies Aid
L to R—DMrs. Norman Giellstad, Treas.; Mrs. Lawrence Lintud,
Sec'y.; Mrs. Oscar Watne, President.

% .
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Mrs. Vernon Shipman
Ladies Ald Pianist Viee-Pres,




Board of Education

L to R—Mrs. Norman Giellstad, Mrs. Lawrence Linrud, Mrs
Cscar Watne,

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION AT NORTH PRAIRIE

When the pioneers were settling on the prairies, they
also saw the need for Christian training of their children.

Asg early ag the summer of 1901, 4 Bible School was held
just north of the Andrew Thrana home. Adelade Hjertaas
was the teacher. On December 28 1001, the members of the
newly organized congregation decided to start a Sunday
School. A Committee of three was chosen to act as School
Committee. They were: A, J, Loftesnes, Hans Hjertaas and
Sam Sanderson. It was deeided to put the Summer Bible
School (Religionskole) on a permanent basis.

Karl Grindberg was one of the faithful superintendants
of the Sunday School, who, in recognition for his services
received a watch, ’I‘he first year the Sunday School met in
the homes. After the Church was built it gradually became
the place for these Sunday School classes. Each pupil received
Sunday School Papers as early as 1805,

In those early days they had from four to twelve weeks
of Summer Bible Schoal. Some of the children had to walk
geveral mileg and others came on horseback., Prominent then
as now in their curriculum was Luthers Small Catechism.
The school term usually closed with a picnic (Skolefest).

It iz interesting to note those who have been teachers
down through these fifty yvears. They are: Adelade Hjertaas,
Albert Aune, John Carlson, Simon Sarenson, Torkel Torkel-
son, Bernhardine Johnson (Mrs. Iver Lunder), Olav Austad,
Elsie Berg, M. C. Vaagenes, Henry Johnson, Olive Brekke
Hanson, Emma Randgaard, Jonas Jonason, Anna Austad,



Kristine Strand, Inez Grindberg, Alta Oien, Olav, Ruth, Paul-
ine Overvold, Jean Fry, Dorothy Hystad, Jean Wang, Inge-
borg Meon and Lois Hammer.

Summir Bible School—1813, Henry Johnson, teacher

There was a period, prior to 1931 when thete was no
Sunday School for sixteen years. Then Mrs. Herman Munson
organized a new Sunday School which met every Sunday in
her home, since that was more centrally located than the
Church for most of the children. In 1938 the Sunday School
was moved to the Church where it has continued ever since.

A
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Summer Bible School—1818, Olive Brekke, téachs



Since 1948 and 1949 the Sunday Schools of North Prairie
and Stenkjaer congregations have joined forces. Summer
Bible School has been a cooperative venture since the summer
of 1948, Both congregations have contributed generously to
the teaching staff, supervision and support of this cooperative
venture, This fellowship together has been a blessing for the
children as well as to the general membership of both
congregalions.

= -......i.&.' »

Luther League Officers

L to R—Carl Loftesnes, Treas.; Avis Olson, Secy.; Jo Ann
Brekke, Prea: Lillian Spilde, Pianist and Vies: Prea,

YOUTH WORK

The Young Peoples Society of the North Prairie Congre-
gation was first organized on July 24, 1910. It was call-
ed the Aurora Young Peoples Society. Its purpose was to
provide for the spiritual up building of the members of the
Church, Aurora, according to the dictionary means, “The
rising light of the Morning, (The Dawn) or Davspring” It
was with this spirit in view of the message of the gospel, that
the Society placed strong siress on the program of missions.

The charter members of this society were; Sanna Grind-
berg, Anna Hjertaas, Olive Brekke, Martha Austad, Cora
Stenhjem, Ole Grindberg, Charlie Grindberg, Daniel Brekke,
Olav Austad, Bernhardine Johnson, Rev. A. H. Melom, Martin
and Anton Hjertaas,



Pastor Melom was the first president. At first the meet-
ings were held in the Church and then for 15 years in the
homes and now for the last 15 years meetings have been held
in the Church.

The ¥Young Feoples Society or the Luther League as it
is called today is really a family league. Both parents and
voung people attend and participate in the program.

In 1935 the twenty fifth anniversary program was held
at the Thom Hystad farm. Pastor Melom was the speaker
for the dccassion. Olive Brekke read the history and the
choir members and former members of the choir sang two
glections, "Den Hemmelske Lovsang” and "God Be With
You Till We Meet Again",

During the pastorate of Rev. O. L. Ness from 1920 to
1830 the Young Peoples Society could boast a large choir and
a string band. In 1927 they gave a concert in the Simeoe Hall
and in the Churchs at Bergen and Balfour.

The Christmas Program (Jule Tre Fest) has been one of
the steady jobs of the Young Peoples Society. They seem to
be filled with new zeal each vear for the decoration of the tree
and packing candy and nuts for the children.

In recent years, especially since the North Prairie Luther-
an Church became a member of the Velva Parish, the Luther
Leaguers attending High School in Velva have participated
actively in the Parish Luther League, centering its activities
in the Oak Valley Lutheran Church of Velva. This organiza-
tion is for High School students only and for the entire
parish. It has cooperated in the Youth in Aetion program of
the Church at large and served faithfully as an arm of the
congregations of the Parish, Cooperating with the emphasis
and program of the Luther League movement. A good dele-
gation from the North Prairie attended both the Saskatoon
and Seattle International Luther League Conventions.

It is interesting to note that running through all of the
minutes down through the years is Scripture Reading and
Prayer (Skrift Lasning og Bon) so the Faith has been kept.
Gm{ has richly blessed, May there be a continuence of these
things as long as there is a NorthPrairie Young Peoples So-
ciety. Then will the blessings of the future be even greater
than those of the past,

e
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String Band at Loke Metigoshe, 1937

THE MISSION BAND GROUP

Mrs., Herman Munson and several other members of the
congregation saw a need for a mission organization among
the children and young people of the Church.

A meeting to discuss this matter was held at the Herman
Mungon home. Two weeks later, Movember 2, 1935, the
organizational meeting of the Mission Band was held at the
Faul Overvold home. Theresa Gran, Ellen Hystad, Selma,
Clara, Ruth and Pauline Owvervold, Ethel Linrud, Wanda
Nelson and Alta Olen joined the organization at this time.

The officers elected were: Presideny - Theresa Gran, Vice
Fresident - Clara Cvervold, Secretary - Ellen Hystad, Trea-
surer - Ruth Overvold.

The Mission Band held meetings every other week duri-n
the first vears. The minutes disclose that a baby quilt for the
House of Merey had been completed and a eandy and pop-
corn sale had been held during the first month of the or-
ganization,

The projects of the Mission Band have been many and
far spread. The presenting of the Alter and Baptismal Font
to the Congregation gave them the joy of sharing with the
other members of the Church,

Other projects of the Mission Band have been the spon-
soring of missionaries for Mission Day, writing Christmas
letters to missionaries, Easter morning services, box work,
and the “Adoption" of Burl Mosquito from Igloo, Alaska.



Migsion Band Parade at Velva, July 4, 1939

The string band was crganized by Mrs, Ole Harness
They were soon invited to give programs oulside the Parish.
They went to Minot, Rising, Norwich, Hartland, Granville,
Velva, Benedict, Voltaire, Butte, Harvey and the County
Home to present programs. For several years they went as
a group {o the Lake Metigoshe Bible Camp.

In the Lutheran Herald of February 7, 1930, an ar-
ticle about the Mission Band and the String band appeared
under the title, “And Ye shall Be My Witnesses,"

This organization has undergone some changes as the
group of young people changed, and their number varied, At
the present time it is known as the Torchbearers, an L. C. R,
group, which meels regularly for devotional progsrams with
a strong emphasis on Missions and games and handwork.



Torch Bearers
Sharon Olson, Sylvia Brekke, Marie Ann Gjellstad, Marion Sullivan

The present officers are: Marion Sullivan, President,
Marie Anne Gjellstad, Viee President, Sharon Olson, Seere-
tary, and Sylvia Brekke, Treasurer,

Present Torch Bearers



IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY

The North Prairie Congregation has served the country
through two world wars and is making its contribution under
God in the present emergency and state of war.

In honor of the boys of the parish serving in the present
conflict, there is a service honor roll in the Velva Church,
listing the names of all of the boys serving in the armed
forees of our eountry, Those whose names appear there who
are from North Prairie-ave:

Evt, Marvin Shipman - Sgt. Charles Hystad

3 ﬁi'

A frame including the names and pictures of those who
servid in World War 1 appears in the North Praivie Chureh.
Thewr aye:

George Hystad Lawrence Wold
Lorentz Hystad Amos Pretzer
Elvin Hystad Car] Owvervold
Lawrence Lindrud Alex Dverveald
Arthur Lindrud Thorman Hage

Claren~e Sanderson

The Church makes its eostribution to the true welfare of
our land, first of all by being true to the gospel of Jesus
Christ in itg influence and its preaching and teaching, and in
the second place by providing her armies with Christian
manhood,



PARISGH PARTICIPATION
ol the North Prairie Congregation

The North Prairie Congregation has been liberal in its
support of the total parish program. DBesides the support of
the pastor and parish worker, the men are active in the
Parish Brotherhood and the young people participate actively
in the Velva Parish Luther League. The latest parish-wide
project is that of the Ladies Chorus made up of Ladies of all
the congregations. In these three organizations, the members
of the North Prairie Congregation have taken a very active
part.

Since September, 1949, the congregation has contributed

to the support of a parish worker located in Velva. Serving
as parish workers have bean:

Miss Jean Wang 1849 — 1851
Miss Clarice Ulberg 1951 —

NOHRTH PHAIRIE CONGREGATION STATISTICALLY

In these fifty years:

Baptisms 206
Confirmations 153
Marriages oa
Funerals 50
Present membership-Baptized 65
Communicant 56

(These are according to the record books which are not
complete in every instance.)



PRESENT ACTIVE MEMEBERS
of the North Prairie Lutheran Church

Mrs. Dale Anderson; Mr, John Austad; Mr. and Mrs. H.
0. Brekke; Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Brekke and children: Clay-
ton, Joanne, Severin, Duane, Sylvia, David, Nell Marie; Mrs.
Harry Fry; Mr. and Mrs. Norman Gjellstad and childrens
Harvey, Marie Anne, Markell, Crystal, Clifford; Mrs, Barbara
Hage; Mr. and Mrs. Ole Harness and daughter Virginia; Mr,
and Mrs. Ed Hystad and children; Dorothy, Eunice, Edna;
Mr, and Mrs. Isak Hystad and daughter Iona; Mr. and Mrs.
Jens Hystad; Mr. Loreniz Hystad; Mr. Mons Hystad; Mr, and
Mrs, Magnus Hystad and children: Mr, Merle Hystad, Mr,
Charles Hystad, Mr. Glenn Hystad; Mrs, Martin Lee; Mr. and
Mrs. Laurence Lindrud and children: Larry Roy, Lyle Orlin.

Mr. Olai Lindrud; Mr. Andrew Loftesnes; Mr. and Mrs.
Clarence Loftesnes and children: Corinne, Carl, Robert,
Everett, Howard, Richard; Mr, and Mrs. Melvin Loftesnes
and =on Andrew: Rev. and Mrs. O. L. Ness; Miss Beda Ness:
Mr. Rudolph Ness; Miss Alia Oien; Mr. and Mrs. Dorence
Olson and children: Avis, Sharon; Mr. and Mrs. Alexander
Overvald and children: Judith, David; Rev, Carl Owerveld
and children: Mark, Peter, Paul; Mr. and Mrs. Olav Overvold
and children: Verdell Hage, Helen Hage, Phil, Solveig; Mr,
Paul Overvald Jr.; Miss Agnes Overvold; Mr. and Mrs, Paul
Overvold Sr.; Miss Clara Marie Overvold; Miss Ruth A. Over-
vold: Mr, and Mrs. Martin Sather and children: Marlin, Alan.

Mr. and Mrs. Ole Sather Jr.; Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Ship-
man and children: Wayne, Marvin, Beverly, Jeanette. Mr. and
Mrs. Chauncey Spilde and children: Lillian, Warren, Larry;
Mrs. H. L, Spilde; Mr, and Mrs, Lewis Stenberg; Mrs. Archie
Sullivan and children;: Marion, Jerry, Richard; Mrs. Karen
Thrana; Mr, Albert Thrana; Mr. and Mrs. Jens Watne; Mr.
and Mrs, Oscar Watne and son Gene; Mrs. George Wilson.

(Others not here named may technically be members of
the congregation, but are not actively connected with the
Church at the present time,)



THE PAST STILL LIVES

Some memories gathered from those who lived through
the years covered by the History of the North Prairie Con-
gregation.

The time is not quite definite, but along about 1901 or
02, Miss Adelaide Hjertaas taught summer Bible school at
the M. Skarison home.

One of the Sanderson boys became ill, and there being
no horse or buggy to be had, she took the only thing at hand,
a wheelbarrow. She put the boy in it and proceeded to wheel
him home, a distance of about three miles.

One day years ago, the Ladies Aid met at the Skarison
home. As each lady arrived for the meeting, Mrs, Skarizon
would meet them at the door and ask them if thev had seen
her boiler rolling around the prairie. One of our North
Dakota winds had taken it,

The summer of 1916, while going to Parochial School, the
Grindberg, Norberg and Sather children often would wait
along the road for Paul Overvold. Paul always picked them
up and took them to school in his brand new Model T. Lina
says, “That was a real treat in those days” In showing their
appreciation, they would pick the rocks out of the road so he
wouldn't blow any tires,

1918 — Olive Brekke, teacher. One day at noon she said,
“This is a Norwegian schoal, you should talk Norwegian at
play as well as work,” but Isak spoke up and said. “We can't
understand each other then" Too many dialects.



FESTIVAL SERVICE

Sunday, August 26,

1951 - 10:30 A. M.

Prelude, Organ & Piano. Mrs, Isak Hystad, Mrs. Ole Harness
Processional — Hymn 72, Holy, Holy, Holy.

1
Haly, holy, holy, Lord God Almlghty!
wrly in the mornlng ouwr song shall
Alme ta Thee;
Huoly holy, holy! merciful and mighty!
od in thres perions, blessed Triniiy?
4
Hﬂh’;l"' haly, holy, all the saints adore
@

o,
Casting down thelr golden crowns
mwround the Elisdy Hed;
Cherublm and sernphim  fallihg down
Bofiore Thes,
Whith woert, and art, and evermaors
rhall be

Opening Prafr. ..o

Choir
Confession of Sins

&
Haly, haly, holy, though the darkness
hide Thes,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy
glory may not sao;
Only Thou are holy: theres s nons ha-
side Thee,
Perlect in powar, In love and purlty.
L
Holy, holy, holy, Lord @od Mm!nh_tg!
11 Thy works ehall praise by
nivrno, In carth and sliy and sen;
oly, holy, hely, merelfol and mighty|
ol I thres persons, blessed Trinliy!

weermmeeen BBV B €, Astrup

Kyrie - *O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.
*3 God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy

*0 God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy

upon us.
upon us.
Absolution

The Gloria - *And on earth peace, good will toward men.
The Collect - *And with thy spirit.._... . *Amen,

The Epistle
Hymn 137

od's word & our great herlinge,
And ahail be ours for ever;

To apread {ts Hght from age (o aZe
Ehall be our chiel endenvor;

Thirough lite it guidea our way,

In death It is our stoy;

Lord grant, whils worlds sadure,
Wa keop s teachings pure,
Thorughoul all generations

*These portions are for congregational response



The Gospel - *God be praised for His glad tidings.

The Confession of Faith *Amen
Quartet
FEstival Sermiil e DAVID Stoave
Hymn 132

i &

Buklt on the ook the Churnch doth St we our earthly temples remr,
whicnd, Thit wis muey herald s pruisos;
Hyen when steaplss are Talling: They mre the homes where He deavs

Cripmblad huve spiros in oveny lund,
Bolles wtill niw ohlming and oalling:

Cuwlling the young wnd old to rest,

But mhove kel e sodl disteeet,
Laifiglng for rest svorlasUing.

i

We mre Gode house of Hving sEones,
Tullelod for His habitation:

i through baptlemal grice us swos

elen of Hia wondroud Anlvation:

Woersn we it two His siisie Lo |1"|1|

Yai He would delgn with us to dwoll,
With all Hie grece nnd His favor.

Announcements & Festival Acts

nenr
And Nt ehildron embracant
Boautiful things In thom ore sxid,
God there with s His edov'nant macde,
Maling us holra of Hin ledngrd oy
T

tirant then. O Gml, whor'er men roam,
That whon the chureh bellg are
ringing,
Many In Jesin® faith moy some
Whera He Hisy message o brelnging:
I know mine own, mineg own know me,
Yo, not the world, my face mhall sew:
My peace T leave with yow, Amen.

Choir

Colleet #*And with thy spirit.____ *Amen
Benediction *Amen

Hymn 52

L4

happy day when wae shidl - stand

Amid the henventy throdg,

And wping with hopta from overy lood
It The new eclestinl song 2l

2

0 blgsed daxt *rom for and newr
The poryents of the Lord

Shadl mect the ranpoemed milllong there

7 Who hesrd God's saving word,

Clasing Prayer s
Recessional, Piano & Organ,

X

G what o mighty, ruphing floed
OF Tove without surerene,

Shall roll pbowt the throne of God
[15 o Joy and endless peace! |

ol may Thy bountsous gease linsprl ey
Chur hearls an that we may

Al Joln the hedavenly, whiterohed
chalr

Iz Wpom that glorious doy, 3|

e B E AStTOp

*These portions are for congregational response

Tirtrveprisalic e iy

i Bev, Roy Malde



HISTORICAL PROGRAM
Sponsored by Ladies Aid - 2:30 P. M.

Prelude, Organ & Piano. . Mrs, Isak Hystad, Mrs. Ole Harness

Hymn 78 -

L

The Church's ote (oundallon
Le Jesgus Chriat hor Lord;

Ehn e His new creatlon
By water pnd the word;

From heaven He came and sought her
To be His holy bride;

With His own blood Ho bought her,
And for her lile He died.

Elsal from every nation,
Yot one o'er mll the enrth,
Her charter of sslvation
One Lard, ane falth, one birth;
e holy name she bleesag,
Partakea one holy fond,
And ta one hopa she pradses,
With every gracs ondued.

Devotions... e L SO | 8 ke

Musical Selectmn
Reading of Greeung:-.

The Churches One Foundation

i

Afid toll and teibolstion,
And tumult ol her wir,

Hhe walts the congummation
0 pasdect Tor oy e i mors;

Tl with tho vislon glorloas
Hear longlng eyen are bloal,
And the gront Church victorinus
Hhull be the Church ai rest,

1]
Yol she on surth hath unlon
With God the Throo in One,
And myello swedk communlan
With those whass resl [e woe:
O happy ones and holy!
Lantdl, 2ive ng wrmes, Ehot we,
Liks them, tha mock and lowly,
On high may dwall with Theo!

~Mrs, Ostar Watne
_North Prairie String Band
e Mrs, Vernon Shipman

Hymn 254 - How Blessed from the Bonds of Sin

1

1ow Bleasod From tho bonds ol sin
And enrthly fetters frows,

In singloneas of heart and aim
Thy sarvant, Lord, to bal

The hardest toil te underinke
With joy at Thy command,

The mieanest of fice Lo roceivy
With meskness at Thy hand!

History of the Ladies Aid...

i

With wllllng heart and longing ayes
T witoh bofors Thy gato,

Rexdy, to run the Weary raos,
To bear the heavy wolght;

Mo yolen of thunder Lo expect,

But follow calm and atill,

For leve can euslly divine
The One Deloved's will,

LMrs Lawerence Linruad

Presentation of In Memorium and Life Membership. Alta Qien

Musical Selection . ...
History of Cnngregaurm
Choir - Reunion Gmup

157tk Luh el T - R s S S SR

—..North Prairie Ladies Aid Chorus

v Isak Hystad

Rev. 0. L. Ness

Hymn 492 - Behold a Host Arrayed in White

1
Tehold a host arrayed In white,
L.ikeh !rhntuaund. enow=¢lad mountaine

“I“..Ilj p?j'limw they stind—who wre this

'Bu.!nra tho thrane# of Llght?
these are thoy, of Elorious famao,

Whu from the great affllotion came
And In the flood of Jesus' blood

Are cleansed from gullt and bhlame;
Now gathorgd in the holy plooe
Thelr voloes they in worship ralss,
nLJ&' nrltthﬂma awell where God doth

wall
‘Mid angels' pongs of prolse.

Address. ...
Voeal Duet.....

Benedietion. ..o

u
Dosplzed wnd peorned Lhoy
) b res,
i now, how glorious ’rlu'r nppenr]
Those mortyrs stand, n priestly b
God's throne forover noar,
o oft, In troubled davs gone hy,
I sitnguish they would Wesp ond sigh:
At home above the God of love
For aye thelr tears shall dra,
Thoy now enjoy thelr Bahbath rest,
The paschal hanguet of the blest:
The 1amb, their rd, nt Testal bowrd
Himpelf 1e host and goest

pirjoirned

v Dr. David Stoeve

o Mrs, C Cljﬂard Sknratad Mr. Einar Sather

. Rev. E. C. Astrup



CONFIEMATION REUNION SERVICE

8:00 P. M.

Prelude, Organ & Plano..

Mrg, Isak Hystad, Mrs. Ole Harness

Confirmation Hymn 106 - O Lord and God, O Bless This Day.

CAer Raopd aod Cod; o Diloms Civle day,
And Ty s cwe liploee. Theae:
Nafg ol o donr anes CUFn oWy
Who now wrn ey Diefaro TThie
VW divme Beifore Thy Tioe
AN By Lot Ty Fell groea
Ddimoend. foomm fenverd  alove
Ti w1 "hly mlghiy love,
: And Liebp us by Thy Bpleit

3 blems Py wagsl b w1l obhie vownng,

Lt waohy Thy  trnlh popsessiog,

Beny withessd trae with  hesar),  mid
Fanguin,

Thel it aad onrs oonfoEngs
Fiom mathnr'e arme Thy  Erads
WoTh favu fid them ombrnoe;
FEwptined into Thy, nnpd
Af Thine Thioo didet them eleim,

L Lord, e Thine mow, own Lham!

Devotions. e e

W Sl e s

i
When ey their vows, 0dny ronsw;

Aot Lhim owith Thy fnvor;
A when ey Epodl Lo grent *1di”
Ay thuy Torget It never!
Thil Lhey nig weall apd frall,
VWlion Batan's hikts aesnil;
Lk arm them with Thy mlght,
Kol gprmbi thai In Cha FAght
They umto dedath be falthful
And whon they leave tholr ehllilhapsd
ik,
Al Bitmn would, unda Lhem,
May thelr baptlsmal graee Bedome
Aoshileld and buckler to them!
Tileat he who then con say;
Cod's govenant standa Tor wyo;
Hiy ne'er whall Do ndamds
Who trusts in God alonhe—
Gind (W his mlzhty Fathon!

Miss Joanne Brekke

oo TR0, T G ASTEGD

~Miss Lillian Spilde

HReading of the names of all the former confirmands who have
registered during the day... R —Olav Overveld
Talk on the Prmi_lege of Church Membeu'shrp Mr. Isak Hystad

Voral Duet... e .Buth and Clara Overvold

BAITORR e sV CY] | Cvervold
{(Pastor 4t Magon, Wisconsin, Luthersn Free Chureh)

Hymn 495 - O That The Lord Would Guide My Ways

1
O that the Lord would guide my woge
Ty Wopp File siaTwioE ETiNE
b thit imy Chod Wonld Eimnt mo g,
: To koow pnld 3o Uil wil)l
Ordior my fonteiepm by Th wiord,
And mii ke iy honret slhers:

Lt wln hidve no dombiokon, Lard:
it hewp ooy sonsclonae @b
ey b R
DB rorermerrrmemerrrmre e

BEnedit:l.mn

Cloging Prayer and Lord's Pra:,rer
Christ Alone Is Our Salvation

Hymn 81 -

I
Cllarlet Blond | ouwp svidion,

Chrlet the rock on whieh wa stand]
EMler Ehni thle swie Poblodia o

WL be foumd But slnking saned

Ohrlgt, Mg evioss pod taandreclion,
L mfirnes !l|-= sl e ey
At il |.I||..||.- o CRdeh s mrerloet oo

ol ol rln|| mit him Feow

2

Agsluy my woul, too apt te atray,
A mirkctor wateh to ooy

Aol whonbd 1 eter Gotgret Thy way,
Teploro "Thy wanderlng ahesp,

|

Malke me o walle In Thy sommands;
e o dellizhifol rosd:

Rop ot my heid, or honrd ar hivnids,
Lol mirntnat dny Cliel

i D, David Stoeve

..Carl and Robert Loftesnes
R ...Rey., E. C Astrup

&

W Tonwe BT Ehivms Chelbl pcabessieg
Ladfw ofermnl, meeond kit

Ivdme e purdon, paneo, and blessing,
Whille wa tarry here on apethi

And by fleh®s wetlielpiation
Parebnete of the joy nbove,

Pl g dgdven ue o with Enlvablan,
Py e Fathor jn His love,

North Dakota State Library
604 € Boulevard Avenue
Bistmarck, ND 58505-0800



IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

February 8, 1801 - The meeating at which the North Prairie
Lutheran Chureh was orpenized.

June, 1801 - Ladies Aid Society organized.
Decemnber 28, 1901 - Sundsy School organized,

May 7, 1802 - The Church building was presented to the
congregation by the building committes complete and with-
out debt,

Deceriber 6, 1802 - North Prairie congregation united with
South Prairie;, Skotvold and Norwieh to form a parish.
July 24, 1810 - Young Peoples Society organized.

16817 - Morth Prairie Lutheran Church became an independent
eongregation without synodieal affiliation.

1930 = Church basement and steeple added to present Church
structure.

November 2, 1935 - Organization of the Mission Band,

Jupe 15, 1948 - Ordination of Rev. Roy Malde into the Holy
Ministry,

May, 19048 - The North Prairle Lutheran congregation joined
the Norwegian Lutheran Church of America.

September 11, 1849 - Mr. and Mrs. Alex Owvervold, Agricul-
tural Missionaries to Zululand, South Africa, commissioned.

June 17, 1951 - Rev. Car]l Overvold ordained into the Haly
Ministry at Seattle, Washington. (At the eonvention of the
Lutheran Free Church).
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